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TRATCH OF NMINIEC CC'ER/TICRES
CONSEAVATION DIVISION

On Jamuary 12, 1960, sccoapanied by He DNe Rickelson and
&r.m.emdmmmuw,:mmm
Jackpile nine on the Laguna Indian Reservation, The =aine is opor-—
ated by the Anssonda Comany and is located 62 miles noarth of
laguns, Valencia County, New Mexico. Ths minoc is serviced by a
spur of the Santa Pe railrosd. Y¥r, J, P, Horndon wag ¥ine Swuper-
intendant and Kr, Paul Balintine wes Assistant Vine Suporintendent.
The lagt examination by this office was on August 27, 1959,

The lesse ariginally covered 799,09 acres whon issued
Yoy 7, 19R. Py smendzents made on Septaxder 9, 19%; and Novezber 27,
1957, the lesse was oxiended to cover & total of 3,679.09 acres.
&mlwucmtmhwmmammwmtow
body as soon as mining plans have been formulated.

At present all production comes fram open pit rining,
Vesta ig strirped frox ¢ ore by benches of LO fool vertical
height and about 60 to 70 foet wide, Yo over hanpinz high walls

rotary drills; holes are 6-3/L &nd 7-7/8 inch dismeter. The oro
48 4rilled by Failing rotaries; holea are L=-3/L inches in dizzetar.
The hole spacing doponds on the thickness of cre Mut averagos sbout
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_ the northern portions The stripping matic is slightly over 10-l.

Ak corlicated but efficient grade control systen is
aplared &t the operstlion, Development diazend &1l holes are
drilled on 200 foot centers with suxilary grids at 100 foot, 50 and
even 5 feet whore {4 iz necessary to deteraine edgen of the ure
bodies. Holes are abways drilied in the lowest level of the pit
after the Jmown ore is extracted to assure that no ore will be left
in the pit, A substantial tommage of ore has boen found by ihia
wathod in the erratic formation below the main ore gent.

The ore cccury in the Westwater. sandstone, locally called
the Jackrile sand, of the Eorrison formeticn of Jurassic sges L
ocours as irrepular flat lying lenses of medium prained, sandsiono
ranging in color fram yellowish gray to black depending on the emownt
of carbonmceous astarial containeds

Hasting is done with fertiliser—rrade aomoniun nitrate
mixed with diesel oil at & ratio of 1 gallon to 80 pounds of amao-
nima nitrate, ¥%here it is important to get & concentrastion of
wploaives ug in the deeper holes in the waste, coamercially prepared
and packaged gmmoniunm nitrate is ueeds Pricers are of three sticks
of 0% power and one detomater. Several primers are used in each
holes The explosive is dotoneted by LO-gr Frim-e-Cord,

The overturden hasg reached its raximm hight at the
northern part of the pit amd no further extention ¢sn economically
be made, The over burden is spproximstely LOO feet high and the
ore at thie Jocation ig of submarginal charactors

Yo changes have heen made in ore handling since date of
lngt exomination, The ming produces abcut 3500 toe of =A1ling
ore per day and about 5,000 toms of low grade material which is
stockpiled st the mine, about 35,000 tons of waste are remcved
dally. The mino 1s cperated 3 shifts, 8ix daye & week, There were
296 men employed at the mine, 25 supervisors and 271 on days pay.
Of the total persormel exrloyed 231 were Indians,

%o safety violations er viclallong of iho terns of the
loaso were noted on dats of exaxination.
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